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     “Christian Lopez is a dedicated and inquisitive learner who consistently
challenges himself academically, said Copper Canyon High School Principal Bo
Oxford. “He has taken on rigorous coursework and is willing to take intellectual
risks in his classes, sharing his thinking and learning throughout the process.” 
     Outside the classroom, Christian has shown strong balance and
commitment. During his time at Copper Canyon, he was involved in theatre,
choir, tennis and cross country while continuing to meet high academic
expectations.  
     After high school, Christian plans to pursue actuarial science at the university
level, with the long-term goal of earning a graduate degree in a math-related
field. He shared that he enjoys learning new things and applying math to real-
world problems. 
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Christian Lopez

Melany Ron Leon
     Melany Ron Leon was a very involved student at Copper Canyon. She was a
member of the golf and softball teams, involved in yearbook production, Aztec
Ambassadors, National Honor Society, and served as a FAFSA Peer Coach.  “The
biggest takeaway from my high school experience is the personal growth I
gained,” she said. “I learned so much about myself, what helps me thrive, and be
the best version of myself. I’ve become more independent, more aware, and
more capable. I learned to keep going even when things didn’t go as expected.       
That growth is something I’ll carry long after high school.”  Melany will attend
Northwestern University to pursue a career as a neurologist. 
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     “My greatest takeaway from high school
has been the importance of initiative,” La
Joya Community High School senior
Ambrielle Gallegos said. “I've learned that
the opportunities that open up when you
get out of your comfort zone and challenge
yourself -- mostly through my failures and
successes in applying for scholarships,
competing in competitive club events, and
community service -- thus being self-
motivated is a trait that I plan to continue
applying in my life and benefitting from.” 
     She was a member of the Feminist Club,
National Honor Society, West-MEC coding
program, and Future Business Leaders of
America. Ambrielle was named La Joya
Female Student of the Year and earned a
spot in the top 1 percent of her graduating
class. She was also the recipient of the
Wolverine-Knight Scholarship and the
Stitch Fix scholarship. 
     Ambrielle will be an ASU Sun Devil,
studying Computer Science.  
“With the knowledge and technical skills
I've gained from my West-MEC coding
program about Full-Stack Web
Development, I plan on specializing as a
web or software developer,” she said. 

Ambrielle Gallegos 

     Fellow Lobos senior Jesus Rodriguez Rios is happy to
share he is ready to continue his education at Arizona
State University after his graduation from La Joya
Community High School. He will pursue a mechanical
engineering degree. 
     While at La Joya some of Jesus’ notable
accomplishments included earning his Diploma Seal of
Biliteracy, being honored with the distinction of
Student of the Year and keeping a perfect attendance
track for all four years. He was also a FAFSA Peer Coach. 
     “One of the biggest things I will take away from high
school is the people I have met along the way and the
roles they played as friends, mentors, and even family,”
he said. “I also want to carry forward the maturity and
mindset I have developed through the hard work and
effort I put into each year.” 

Jesus Rodriguez Rio
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     Felix Salvidar stayed busy at Sierra Linda High School as an active member of
JAG, by playing piano and working as an assistant teacher in choir to freshmen
and sophomore students.  
     “Throughout my high school experience, I’ve grown not only academically
but personally. I’m leaving with confidence, a strong sense of who I am, and a
better understanding of balance in my life,” he said.  
     Life after graduation will include learning the trade of electricity. He plans to
follow in the footsteps of his father, who works for SRP. Felix also wants to
continue his love of music and would like to pursue a music career, too.  

Felix Saldivar

Dream Brooks
     Dream Brooks has a long list of high school achievements from her time at Sierra
Linda. She was on the cheerleading, flag football, track, and basketball teams. She
was an instrumental member of Black Student Union, dance and student
government. 
     An event that helped shape her future was participating in Arizona State
University’s National Summer Transportation Institute, where she spent a week
learning about different engineering fields and gaining hands-on experience. 
     “Being involved in so many different things helped me learn how to step up, work
with others, and make an impact. It showed me that I can open doors for myself and
others, and it inspired me to become a business owner and create things that people
can look up to,” she said. 
     Dream has been accepted to the engineering program at Arizona State University,
where she would like to pursue her bachelor’s and master’s degrees. Brooks would
also like to join the ASU ROTC and serve at least four years in the military after
college. 

Sierra Linda

Tolleson Union 

     Tolleson Union High School senior Emiliano De Anda Huerta was the senior captain
and a three-year member of the boy’s tennis team, secretary of Sociedad Honaria
Hispanica for two years, and secretary of the National Honor Society for one year. He
has also served on the Tolleson Teen Council.  
     Emiliano was a semi-finalist for the Coca Cola Scholarship, selected as the Tolleson
Union Male Student of the Year and was valedictorian for three-and-a-half-years. He
earned a 4-year full-ride scholarship to ASU, where he will study business management
at the W.P. Carey School of Business.  
     “While not an internship by definition, I have been an employee of my family's used
car dealership for over 10 years now,” he said. “I plan to help expand my family’s
business and work with my local community on initiatives.” 
     He was also chosen to speak during graduation ceremonies. 
     What is he taking away from high school?  “Time management is one of the most
important skills you can learn,” he said. “Planning around the unexpected has saved
me more times than I can count.” 

Emiliano De Anda Huerta 

Esmeralda Espiritu 
     High school for Tolleson Union Female Student of the Year Esmeralda Espiritu, was
about connections.  
     “[I will miss] being able to see everyone I loved all in one place,” she said about
leaving the school. “Creating connections and memories for eternity, as well as being
able to graduate, while experiencing everything high school has to offer.” 
She was a member of the student council, National Honor Society, a FAFSA peer
coach, a track and cross-country member, in the gifted program, and a part of the
ASU Trio Talent Search. She was the Senior Class and National Honor Society
president. 
     Esmeralda will attend Northern Arizona University to study business economics.  
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     University High School senior, Uriel Mejia, had lots of takeaways from his high school
years. He was a member of Future Business Leaders of America, where he placed first
in Introduction to Business Concepts and third place in Sales Presentations. Outside of
school, he earned a second-degree black belt in Taekwondo and served as an
instructor’s assistant.  Uriel participated in the Access ASU César E. Chávez Leadership
Institute, where he further developed leadership skills and explored civic engagement. 
     “My time at University High has taught me discipline, resilience, and leadership. I
learned that growth happens when I step outside my comfort zone, whether that
means competing publicly, mentoring peers, or taking rigorous classes,” he said. “I am
leaving with stronger confidence, time management skills, and a deeper
understanding of the importance of service and integrity.” 
     Uriel will pursue a four-year degree in electrical engineering, with the long-term
goal of becoming an electrical engineer or starting his own engineering-focused
business. 

Uriel Mejia

Ivana Wong 
     A proud accomplishment for University High senior, Ivana Wong, was completing
more than 100 hours of community service with organizations like Hope’s Closet and
Odyssey of the Mind. She was also the secretary of Future Business Leaders of
America, a Grit Guru, and a Peer Mentor, as well as a gymnastics coach.  
     “The academic rigor that I experienced over the years has raised my confidence of
succeeding in college,” she said. “Also, I have developed interests in computer
science and engineering through my classes, which I will likely explore further in
college and possibly my career.” Ivana took first place at the State FBLA Conference
in Computer Applications; in the Regional Conferences she took second place in
Computer Applications, second place in Financial Math and third place in Personal
Finance. 
     She was named an AP Scholar with Distinction and earned the College Board
School Recognition Award. “I feel like I have truly become part of the community. I
have gotten to know my closest friends through school. The teachers have made me
feel comfortable and acknowledged. I know I will stay in contact with many of these
wonderful individuals I met while in high school,” she said.  
     Ivana will study finance at Boston College’s Carroll School of Management. 

University

     Emily Dang was honored to be Westview High School’s Female Student of the Year.
She played JV tennis, co-founded the robotics club, was a FAFSA Peer Coach, an ACT
Peer Tutor, member of the National Honor Society, and a member of ASU Trio Talent
Search. Outside of school she volunteered at the Children's Museum and hospitals,
shadowed at a clinic, and volunteered for Read Better Be Better. 
     Notable awards or achievements include College Board's National Recognition for
Top School and First-Generation, AP Scholar with Distinction, and Avondale Student
Avi Star. “High school has taught me to persevere in many ways. I learned to be
confident in myself and dream big. It has also taught me to manage my time
effectively between school, work, and family commitments, and to take the initiative to
reach my goals,” Emily said. Emily will attend Brown University and major in
biochemistry and molecular biology with the goal of working in healthcare as a
physician or a researcher.  

Uriyah Hennix 
     Some of Uriyah Hennix’ greatest high school moments came from the basketball
court. The Westview High School senior was the boy’s Varsity basketball captain. He
helped the team become the first Westview basketball team to make the Open Division.   
Uriyah was an ace in academics, too, earning a 4.2 GPA and the title of Male Student of
the Year. He was also a member of the National Honor Society.  
     “The high school experience has taught me to be a leader and that things aren’t just
going to come to me,” he said. “I have to go and get it myself. It’s not always going to be
easy, but with enough work, anything can be done.” 
     Uriyah plans to attend Grand Canyon University to pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in
business management. When he turns 18, he wants to get a Real Estate license and
begin work. He also aspires to create a clothing brand. 
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     West Point High School senior Natalie Farrington was involved in several clubs
including West Point Leadership Academy Club, Speech and Debate, and National
Honor Society. She also founded the Environmental Science Club.  
     “I am graduating in the top 1% of my class with numerous recognitions from the
Leadership Academy including the Five-Pillars Award and the Golden Dragon Award. I
have always enjoyed being able to come to school every day and learning something
new,” she said. 
     Trying classes she never expected to enjoy was eye-opening, she said.  
     “In my junior year I took AP Computer Science A with no experience. I wasn't sure if I
would enjoy it, but in the end, it was one of the most interesting classes I took. It was
like learning a new language and it was all worth it in the end to see my code work
out.” 
     “There have been several times over the years where I was given an opportunity but
did not take it and ended up regretting it,” Natalie said. “If high school has taught me
anything, it would be to take 100% of the chances you are given, because you never
know what could happen.”  
     Natalie will pursue a molecular and cellular biology degree at the University of
Arizona.  
     “I hope to work in a lab as a biotechnician exploring the wonderful world of research
for medicine and the environment,” Natalie said. 

     West Point senior Melany Hamilton has a lot to be proud of as she looks back
at her high school experience.  
     In addition to joining the Leadership Academy her freshmen year, she also
participated in cheerleading, National Honor Society, ASU Trio Talent Search,
Unified Programming, dance and the Senior JAG program. Outside of school, she
worked as a lifeguard and swim instructor. 
     Melany received the Gates Scholarship and was a USC Bovard Scholar,
National Merit Commended Scholar, and QuestBridge College Prep Scholar. 
     “One of the greatest lessons I learned was putting my fears aside and believing
in myself. There were many times where I was struggling with mental health and
felt like giving up, or was scared to try new things, but I had to learn to have faith
in myself to overcome those things,” Melany said. “I’m very glad I did because
that lesson helped me remain dedicated to my goals and helped me get to
where I am now.” 
     Melany is proud to share that she will be the first person from her family to
attend college. She was accepted to Brown University with a full-ride scholarship. 

Natalie Farrington

Melany Hamilton  
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There is a new reigning academic champion among our district.
Tolleson Union High School was recently crowned AZELLA
Champions, which recognizes progress of English Language
Development (ELD) students. AZELLA or Arizona English Language
Learner Assessment is a standards-based test that meets both
state and federal requirements to measure a students’ English
language proficiency. The test acknowledges a student’s growth in
learning English and in some cases students exit the program
because they have mastered the language. 

Tolleson Union had the highest increase in scores of any school in
our district! Congratulations to these students and the teachers
who have worked hard to help them earn this accomplishment.
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We are happy and proud to announce that our very
own Angela Garcia was selected as the 2026 Arizona
McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison of the Year by the
Arizona Housing Coalition in partnership with the
Arizona Department of Education.
 
This recognition honors Angela’s exceptional
commitment to ensuring that students and families
experiencing homelessness have access to stable,
supportive, and equitable educational opportunities.
Her work has strengthened how we identify and serve
students across the district, how we have streamlined
systems and processes, and how we have expanded
access to critical resources that remove barriers to
student success.
 
Angela has led meaningful improvements in our
McKinney-Vento program, including strengthening
identification practices, providing ongoing training
and support for social workers and site staff,
coordinating transportation to maintain school
stability, and expanding partnerships that connect
families to essential services. Her leadership has had a
direct and lasting impact on some of our most
vulnerable students and families.
 
Angela was formally recognized at the Arizona
Housing Coalition Annual Conference in May. Please
join us in congratulating her on this well-deserved
recognition.
 
Congratulations Angela! We are incredibly proud of
you and grateful for your leadership and heart for this
work.



CLASS OF 2026! CLASS OF 2026! 
CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations

The Class of 2026 has officially crossed the
stage and begun their next chapter! If you
missed this year’s graduation ceremonies,
you can still watch our graduates walk across
the stage at State Farm Stadium. The
recording link does not expire, so feel free to
share it with family and friends. A free
account is required to view the videos. 

West Point

LIVESTREAM LINKS LIVESTREAM LINKS 

MAY 18 

La Joya Community

Tolleson Union 
and University High 

Westview

Sierra Linda

Copper Canyon

MAY 19 

https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evt10244dc7b9
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evtbad97410d1
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evt2c48bff030
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evt2c48bff030
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evt2c48bff030
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evt2c48bff030
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evta3fd769817
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evt32d29d811b
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/tolleson-union-high-school-district-tolleson-az/evtae73b306e4


INAUGURAL
STATE OF THE
DISTRICTDISTRICTDISTRICTDISTRICT

On May 11, our district held its first-ever State of
the District address led by Governing Board
President Steven Chapman, Governing Board
Vice President Devin Del Palacio and
Superintendent Jeremy Calles. 

The event was held at Westview High School and
included a reception with entertainment by
Mariachi Oro de Tolleson. The Westview JROTC
presented colors and the National Anthem was
sung by the Westview Excalibur Choir. 

The discussion was divided into three parts:
Where We’ve Been, Where We Are and Where
We’re Going. Within these discussions remarks
were given by several students and Teacher of
the Year Candidate Tyler Hill. 

The entire event was live streamed and can be
viewed at: www.youtube.com/@TUHSD214

https://www.youtube.com/live/Hk2oBS0CClk?%20si=c9uHCyWBed9FtUV-


HBCU FAIR
WEST POINT HIGH SCHOOL HOSTS ITS FIRST 

West Point High School proudly hosted its first-
ever HBCU (Historically Black Colleges and
Universities) Fair, providing students with an
exciting opportunity to learn more about
higher education, leadership, culture and
community involvement.

The event featured representatives from
respected HBCUs, as well as members of
prominent sororities and fraternities who
shared valuable information about college life,
academic opportunities, scholarships and
student involvement. Students also heard from
inspiring student speakers who delivered
empowering speeches. 

A special highlight of the fair was a panel
discussion featuring representatives from
various colleges and organizations. Students in
attendance had the opportunity to ask
questions directly to panelists and gain insight
and advice from their college experience. 

In the lobby, college booths allowed students to
connect one-on-one with representatives and
learn more about different universities and
programs. The event also included Black
Student Union displays and student
performances.

Through meaningful conversations, engaging
presentations and valuable connections,
students left the HBCU with greater
knowledge, inspiration and confidence as they
plan for their futures.



ON APRIL 16, the Westview Unif ied volleyball team competed in the 2026
division II AIA Unif ied Volleyball State Championship game against the Shadow
Ridge Stallions. 

Westview showed up ready to win. in their f irst match, they won in dominating
fashion with a score of 25-13. Their second match was tougher; this was the game
to either win the state championship or go into sudden death. 

The Knights took the initial lead at the beginning of game 2, but the Stallions
were not going down without a f ight. Game 2 was back and forth. The match
was at one point tied 21-21.

At the end, the Knights came out on top, with a score of 25-22. The Knights
off icially swept the Stallions and crowned themselves State Champions in
Unif ied volleyball.

This is Westview’s f irst Unif ied State Championship and the second overall
Unif ied Programming championship for the district. 

Athlete and partner duo, Jaden Phelps and Anthony Houston, were not only key
parts to winning the state championship, but their hard work and dedication
were rewarded. Jaden was named, the AIA Unif ied Athlete of the Year. Anthony
was named, the AIA Unif ied Partner of the Year.

A huge thank you and shoutout to the Westview Unif ied staff and parents for
supporting their students in this amazing accomplishment.

WESTVIEW UNIFIED WINS THE
AIA UNIFIED VOLLEYBALL

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP



We are proud to announce that our very own
Coach Scott Richardson, head coach for the
Tolleson Wolverines Basbealll team, has been
inducted into the 2026 National High School
Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame, a
tremendous and well-deserved honor.
 
Coach Richardson has inspired his athletes
through a lifetime of leadership, humility, and
excellence — modeling what it means to serve
students beyond the game. His legacy is not only
measured in wins, but in the values he has
instilled in his family and the example they
continue to set for our school community.
 
The Richardson Family represents a strong and
lasting legacy at T-Town. Recently, Coach Raeann
Southern was recognized as T-Town Certif ied Staff
of the Year at our Governing Board meeting on
February 9, and now this national recognition
further highlights the impact their family
continues to have on our students and athletic
program. 
 
Coach Brock Richardson is proudly following in his
father’s footsteps as he continues to build an
outstanding baseball program in T-Town and
across the state. 
 
In addition, Coach Brock’s wife, Coach Scott
Richardson’s daughter-in-law, is an outstanding
teacher at Tolleson and also serves as part of
Coach Raeann’s cheer team. 
 
Congratulations to Coach Richardson and the
entire Richardson family for what they bring to
the table here in Tolleson.

2026 NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL COACHES
ASSOCIATION HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE:

SCOTT RICHARDSON



New Training and
Learning Center in Glendale

 

TUHSD BREAKS GROUND ON 

The Tolleson Union High School District broke ground
on its new 90,000-square-foot Training and Learning
Center (TLC), to be located along 99th Avenue north
of Camelback Road. With DLR Group as the architect,
supported by Root Architects, and McCarthy Building
Companies, Inc. as the general contractor, the facility
will serve as a hub for the district’s 780 educators and
residents within the District’s West Valley community.

The TLC will provide district educators with training
and gathering space, while offering families access to
community services.

Expected to be completed in June 2027 because of an
accelerated construction schedule, the facility will
boast multiple large training rooms as well as an
outdoor terrace for use in teacher and administrator
trainings, community meetings, and large-scale
gatherings. In addition, TLC will provide office and
administrative space for key district departments,
such as Information Technology and Human
Resources. 

Another exciting addition to the TLC is a Family
Resource Center (FRC) that will be installed on the
ground floor of the facility. The FRC will be able to offer
a variety of services to our families and connect them
with partners to help them with whatever they may
need, including connecting with social services and
outside agencies that can provide assistance.

“We are very excited about adding a new Training and
Learning Center in Glendale, Arizona,” said
Superintendent Jeremy Calles. “This new facility will
allow professional development opportunities for our
staff so that they can better serve our students in the
classroom. Additionally, this facility will provide space
for our Distance Learning Academy staff and house
several of our departments.”



Tolleson Union High School recently
celebrated the opening of its new
Exceptional Student Services (ESS)
building with a ribbon-cutting ceremony,
marking an important investment in
spaces designed to support students
with diverse learning needs.

After approximately 18 months of
planning and construction, the new
facility is now open for instruction. Built
specifically for ESS students, the space
includes sensory areas, therapy rooms,
flexible classroom seating, a dedicated
pick-up and drop-off area, and updated
learning environments tailored to student
needs.

District leaders shared that ESS teachers
and staff helped shape the design so the
building would best serve students and
families. One standout feature is the T-
Town Cafe, where students can build
transitional and life skills through hands-
on experiences.

“This building reflects our commitment to
providing opportunities and supportive
learning spaces for all students,” Principal
Martin Perez said during the ceremony.
The ribbon-cutting on March 20th
brought together district leaders, campus
staff, community partners, and students
to celebrate the new space. The event
highlighted the district’s continued focus
on creating inclusive learning
environments where every student can
thrive.

NEW EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT
SERVICES BUILDING AT TUHS 
NEW EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT
SERVICES BUILDING AT TUHS 



YUBANI FIGUEROA

Like many new hires, Yubani says that it’s the great people that attracted her to Tolleson Union. “Everyone
has been welcoming, accommodating, and knowledgeable,” said Yubani. 

Although she was born in Mexico, Yubani said she has always lived in Arizona. She currently lives in
Avondale, near the raceway. “

I was born in Michoacan, Mexico,” she said.

Yubani has two beautiful daughters, Liliana and Nyla. Liliana is 2-years old, going on 3 on June 5, and Nyla is
a 1-year old, going on 2 on June 30. “They keep me on my toes,” says Yubani. 

Outside of work, Yubani loves the outdoors. “My two favorite national parks are the Rocky Mountains and
Yosemite,” she said. 

Welcome aboard Yubani! We’re happy to have you here.  

MEET 

We want to introduce you to Yubani Figueroa, a recent
addition to the District Office. Yubani is our new Accounting
Technician. She started on March 27. 

“It was a great day to start with the groundbreaking
celebration,” said Yubani.

She has worked in elementary school districts since 2013. 

“I started as a K-3 school secretary, and then moved into
District office positions,” said Yubani. During this time, she was
pursuing her bachelor’s degree in accounting. Upon
graduation, she worked as a School District Auditor at the
Office of the Auditor General. 

“It was exciting and eye-opening to see different school districts
across the state,” she said. “However, I missed the school
setting and schedule.”

Yubani then worked at the ASU-Tempe campus as a Financial
Specialist with a large volume account of grants for the School
of Earth and Space Exploration. 

“That was fun,” she said. “The school district schedule was
calling me, and I moved closer to home to the Littleton
Elementary District, where I worked for six years as an
Accounting Specialist. Now, I’m at Tolleson UHSD and very
excited to be here!”



ALEX MAESE
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR FAMILY AND
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

I LOVE BEING PART OF A DISTRICT THAT
CONTINUES TO GROW OVER THE YEARS, IT’S
BEEN GREAT TO SEE THE GROWTH AND
COMMITMENT TO HELPING STUDENTS
SUCCEED. I ALSO LOVE THAT I GET A CHANCE
TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNITY I GREW
UP IN. AS A FIFTH-GENERATION COMMUNITY
MEMBER, TUHSD FEELS LIKE HOME!

     She’s not a new face to the district, but she is in a new position.
Alex Maese has worked for the grants department for 9 years and
took on the role of Assistant Director for Community
Engagement.
     In her previous role as Parent Engagement Specialist she
supported family and community engagement by helping ensure
compliance and planning for programs such as Title I, Title VI,
Johnson O’Malley, and McKinney-Vento. 
     “I’ve also had the opportunity to partner with community
organizations and stakeholders to connect families with valuable
resources,” Alex said.
     Before joining the district, Alex worked with Adelante
Healthcare. She supported families through nutrition education,
while assisting with WIC services. That experience sparked her
passion for working directly with families, building relationships,
and connecting them to resources.
     “This is something I’m grateful to continue doing in my role
today,” she added.
     Alex is excited about her new role and will continue to
strengthen family and community engagement across our
district.
     “Our schools are already doing amazing work, and I look
forward to building on that by helping create opportunities that
ensure all families feel welcomed, supported, and connected
beyond the school day,” she said.

Alex was born and raised in Arizona and grew up in Tolleson and is a proud TUHS Alum. She lives in the
West Valley with her husband and daughter. But it’s not all work for Alex. On the weekends, she enjoys
spending time with her family and trying out different coffee spots.
     “We have a very active four-year-old that keeps us on our toes,” Alex said. “Our days are filled with
toddler dance parties, Disney, and arts and crafts!”
     Congratulations on your new position Alex! We know you will do well in your new role.



We want to welcome Rhonda Braswell, the district’s
new Benefits Manager to the district. No joke:
Rhonda’s first day was April 1. 

She previously worked in the Benefits Department
with the Washington Elementary School District for 17
years.

What does Rhonda like the most about landing at
TUHSD? It’s the people, she says. 

“Everyone has been incredibly nice and welcoming,”
she said.

Rhonda lives in North Central Phoenix in the Moon
Valley neighborhood, near Thunderbird and Central.  

“I have lived in Phoenix since 1993,” she said. “Before
Phoenix, I lived in New Mexico, South Dakota and
North Carolina.” 

Robbinsville, North Carolina to be exact. A very small
town in the Western part of the state, right in the
heart of the Smoky Mountains.

Rhonda is blessed to have three beautiful daughters
(Chelsea, Kelly and Courtney), and 10 amazing and
adorable grandbabies (Karis, Levi, Micah, Selah,
Sutton, Greyson, Gannon, Dylan, Kaitlyn and Atticus).

“I have been married to the love of my life, David for
41 years,” Rhonda added. 

We’re happy you’re here Rhonda!

RHONDA BRASWELL
MEET 



EXCHANGE PODCAST SEASON 2 
THE EDUCATION

We hope you’ll take some time this
summer to enjoy Season 2 of  The
Education Exchange podcast. Although
the season ended with the school year,
we’ll be back with fresh episodes in
August.

All season episodes are available to watch
or listen to at any time. Here’s some recent
episodes you can look forward to:

In-depth interviews featuring each
school’s Student of the Year
A cooking segment with University
High School's Chef William Mwungeri,
(who has an incredible following of his
own on Instagram
@cooking.withwilliam)
A detailed interview with TUHS Coach
Richardson and his family

If you have recommendations for
students, groups, teachers, staff members
or topics for discussion for Season 3, please
don’t hesitate to reach out! 

You can send your suggestions to
publicrelations@tuhsd.org.

Catch up by visiting
www.tuhsd.org/podcast or check out our
YouTube Channel at
www.youtube.com/@TUHSD214 to watch
and listen.

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-education-exchange/id1755063757
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bb3z4Yrfn9s&list=PLXuPQGNeKouUK-w7HPN43sr0j7otVo_YT
https://open.spotify.com/show/6kDjY6UnRfQUXLK6oVADGz?si=45a9d71b6aba41d9


TUHSD
Take a look at some of the positive news stories on local media in recent

months involving our schools and our district.
Take a look at some of the positive news stories on local media in recent

months involving our schools and our district.
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TRAINING AND
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CENTER

IN THE NEWS

 TOLLESON USD
INTRODUCES

STATE-OF-THE-
ART HELMETS TO

HELP REDUCE
CONCUSSIONS

TOLLESON
DISTRICT TO

SERVICE GESD
BUS FLEET

TOLLESON
STUDENTS

REBUILD
BURROWING

OWL HABITAT

https://www.abc15.com/news/local-news/watch-tolleson-usd-introduces-state-of-the-art-helmets-to-help-reduce-concussions
https://www.westvalleyview.com/news/tolleson-union-high-school-district-breaks-ground-on-training-and-learning-center/article_c4131826-aa22-4477-b453-54091dcdb7d3.html
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https://www.westvalleyview.com/news/tolleson-union-high-school-district-breaks-ground-on-training-and-learning-center/article_c4131826-aa22-4477-b453-54091dcdb7d3.html
https://www.westvalleyview.com/news/tolleson-union-high-school-district-breaks-ground-on-training-and-learning-center/article_c4131826-aa22-4477-b453-54091dcdb7d3.html
https://www.westvalleyview.com/news/tolleson-union-high-school-district-breaks-ground-on-training-and-learning-center/article_c4131826-aa22-4477-b453-54091dcdb7d3.html
http://abc15.com/news/local-news/watch-tolleson-usd-introduces-state-of-the-art-helmets-to-help-reduce-concussions
http://abc15.com/news/local-news/watch-tolleson-usd-introduces-state-of-the-art-helmets-to-help-reduce-concussions
http://abc15.com/news/local-news/watch-tolleson-usd-introduces-state-of-the-art-helmets-to-help-reduce-concussions
http://abc15.com/news/local-news/watch-tolleson-usd-introduces-state-of-the-art-helmets-to-help-reduce-concussions
http://abc15.com/news/local-news/watch-tolleson-usd-introduces-state-of-the-art-helmets-to-help-reduce-concussions
http://abc15.com/news/local-news/watch-tolleson-usd-introduces-state-of-the-art-helmets-to-help-reduce-concussions
http://abc15.com/news/local-news/watch-tolleson-usd-introduces-state-of-the-art-helmets-to-help-reduce-concussions
https://www.glendalestar.com/news/tolleson-district-to-service-gesd-bus-fleet/article_a4159ec5-e71c-457a-bc9f-78fa671a426d.html
https://www.glendalestar.com/news/tolleson-district-to-service-gesd-bus-fleet/article_a4159ec5-e71c-457a-bc9f-78fa671a426d.html
https://www.glendalestar.com/news/tolleson-district-to-service-gesd-bus-fleet/article_a4159ec5-e71c-457a-bc9f-78fa671a426d.html
https://www.glendalestar.com/news/tolleson-district-to-service-gesd-bus-fleet/article_a4159ec5-e71c-457a-bc9f-78fa671a426d.html
https://www.westvalleyview.com/youth/tolleson-students-rebuild-burrowing-owl-habitat/article_6f11bc88-3d2f-4a74-815c-517ad1c14c1c.html
https://www.westvalleyview.com/youth/tolleson-students-rebuild-burrowing-owl-habitat/article_6f11bc88-3d2f-4a74-815c-517ad1c14c1c.html
https://www.westvalleyview.com/youth/tolleson-students-rebuild-burrowing-owl-habitat/article_6f11bc88-3d2f-4a74-815c-517ad1c14c1c.html
https://www.westvalleyview.com/youth/tolleson-students-rebuild-burrowing-owl-habitat/article_6f11bc88-3d2f-4a74-815c-517ad1c14c1c.html
https://www.westvalleyview.com/youth/tolleson-students-rebuild-burrowing-owl-habitat/article_6f11bc88-3d2f-4a74-815c-517ad1c14c1c.html
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@tuhsd214
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FOLLOW US!
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520 likes

https://www.instagram.com/tuhsd214/
https://www.facebook.com/TUHSD
https://twitter.com/TollesonUhsd
https://www.youtube.com/@TUHSD214
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 JOSEPH ORTIZ 
Director of Public Relations and Marketing

SARA CLAWSON
Public Relations & Marketing Specialist

AUDREY HERNANDEZ
Visual Communication Specialist

KILLIAN DAVIES
Video Production Specialist 

ANTHONY SANCHEZ
Sports Content Creator
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