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July 19, 2024
Dear Western Valley Middle School Families,

Welcome back to Western Valley Middle School for the 2024-2025 school year! We are excited
to embark on another year filled with joy, health, safety, communication, learning, and
collaboration. Here are some important details to help you get started:

Meet the Teacher Night: July 30 from 4:30 to 6:30

Join us to meet your teachers, learn about clubs and athletics, and enter a raffle for a free
WVMS spirit wear T-shirt. Friendly House will also be present to enroll students into their TRIO
program (6th Grade Only).

First Day of School: Thursday, August 1, 2024 8:30-2:15

School Hours: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM (Early release every Thursday at 2:15 PM)

Gates Open: 8:15 AM and students go directly to their homeroom. All walkers and drop-off
students will enter through the main gate by the bike rack this school year. Bus students
will continue to enter through the back bus drop-off gate.

2024-2025 Fowler Elementary School District Calendar: On our district website, we have the
Fowler Elementary School District adopted calendar for the 2024-2025 school year. Take the
time to note important dates, holidays, and early release dates. Note: The first middle school
parent-teacher conferences have been moved to the week of August 26, 2024. Please make
every effort to ensure that future vacations, doctor’s appointments, and family functions are
planned when school is not in session. Absences equal lost learning time.

Early Check Out: Parents can pick up students from the Main Office no later than 3:15 PM (or
2:00 PM on early release days). Students will not be released early during the last 15 minutes of
the school day. Please keep early pick-up to a minimum. Our students are engaged in
learning activities throughout the full school day. Leaving early means missing learning
opportunities.

Cell Phone Policy: Cell phones must be turned off and stored in backpacks during school
hours. If you need to reach your child, please call the Main Office, and the staff will relay the
message. Staff members may confiscate phones if used during school hours, and
guardians will be required to pick those phones up in the office.

Attendance and Tardiness: Good attendance and punctuality are crucial. Please notify the
School Office attendance line at 623-707-2106 by 10:00 AM if your child will be absent or tardy.
Exceeding 10 absences per year may result in citation as per Arizona State Law.
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Sports: Sports will be offered to 6th-8th grade students. Students must have a completed
physical on file in order to participate in tryouts. Only one physical is needed for the year. We
will resume competition in the Valley Athletic Conference (VAC) for the 2024-2025 school year.

Sports offered are (Girls and Boys Soccer, Basketball, Track, Cross Country, Flag Football,
Softball and Baseball).

Student Uniforms: Students must follow the FESD District Student Uniform Policy. The uniform
consists of a white, navy or light blue, plain collared shirt, and a navy-blue bottom. Closed-toed
shoes are required; no crocs, flip-flops, or other open-toed shoes. See below. The 2024-25
WVMS Parent/Student Handbook is available on our district website (www.fesd.org). Take the
time to review the handbook, as it contains specific information about school policies. The
uniform policy will be strictly enforced, so please ensure that your child has appropriate uniform
clothing. Denim/jean bottoms will only be allowed on dress down days.

Tops:

e Colors must be white, light blue, or navy

e Shirts must have a collar and sleeves

e Must not have any logos or wring on them other
than school mascot

e Must be size appropriate

e Undershirts worn beneath tops must be white i
only entire area from ;

armpit to armpit ;

e Students may wear shorts, skirts, skorts, or N lr"vrf(j'j‘f;:;j(‘v;;:;
slacks that conform to the tailored uniform style must be covered i.
found in the uniform

department of any of the department or discount

stores

e All shorts, skirts, and skorts must be no shorter
or longer than two inches (2") above or below the

knee

polo style shirts or
WVMS Spirit Shirts

no more than 2 inches
- above the knee

Bottoms:

e Color must be navy blue.

e No denim may be worn.

e Slacks/pants must be tailored

e Belts must be black, brown or white, single buckle, with no logos
e No logos or writing on bottoms

e Must be size appropriate

Outerwear:
e Must be size appropriate with no logos other than the school mascot.

School IDs:
e Middle school students must be in possession of student identification at all times (including
riding the school bus).

Actions taken may include, but are not limited to:
a. Changing into clothing that may be provided by the school.
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b. Having other clothing brought to school.
c. Removal of jewelry or other accessories.

WVMS Spirit Shirts: Students may wear school spirit shirts instead of uniform shirts each day.
They may be ordered by using the QR code below. Deadline is August 18. Orders will be
delivered to homeroom teachers.

Safety Procedures: Student safety is our top priority. We conduct bus evacuations, monthly fire
drills, and quarterly lockdown drills. During school hours, all exterior doors and gates are locked,
and staff and students must wear ID badges. All visitors must sign in at the Office.

Transportation: Students will receive a Z-Pass for bus rides. A replacement fee of $5.00
applies for lost or damaged ID/Z-Passes. Students must have their Z-Pass to ride the bus after
distribution.

We look forward to a memorable and successful year at Western Valley Middle School. Thank
you for choosing us. Let's make this year exceptional. Go Wildcats!

Best regards,

Dr. S Nard:

Dr. Stephanie Nardi
Principal, Western Valley Middle School
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